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Our Deep Connections to the Caribbean Sea

Fishing Tourism Energy
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Our Wellbeing and the Health of the Caribbean Sea

Unique brand identity
Economic Driver and 
primary resource for 
many island states

Connections to overall 
health and wellness of 

the people
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Caribbean Sea – Context

One of largest in the world

2,754,000 Square KM

29 States and Territories

152 million people

8 Major river systems
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Caribbean Sea and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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Caribbean Sea and its wellness critical to achievement of SDGs
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Interconnected Impacts
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Regional issues – Lionfish as example
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Existing Layers of Regional Protection

UN Convention on law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste and their Disposal

Cartagena Convention for the Protection and Development of Marine Environment in the Wider 
Caribbean Region

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

Land-Based Sources Protocol (LBS)
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Towards a Regional Governance Framework

Region-wide 
communications 

network

Improved 
collaboration and 

sharing of 
resources

Improved and 
more efficient 
coordination

Underpinned by 
shared interest 

and cross-cutting 
regional issues
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Lessons from CARICOM

Education- UWI, CXC/CAPE

Disaster Preparedness and 
Management 

Sport (W.I. Cricket ???)

Foreign Relations
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“I think we have done very
well in terms of functional
cooperation. If every country
in CARICOM had to set up
their own examination
system, instead of having the
Caribbean Examinations
Council, it would be difficult
for much of the smaller
islands that have fewer
resources than we do”.

Hon. Bruce Golding 
former PM JamaicaEnhancing Ocean Governance in the Caribbean Region 



Commonwealth 'Blue Charter’
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Bringing Non-CARICOM States into Framework

Dutch 
Overseas

British 
Overseas

US 
Overseas

South 
America

Central 
America
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Effective Stakeholder Engagement 
and Use of Best Available Technology
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Remote Sensing & GIS
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In closing…

“It is a curious situation that the sea, from which 
life first arose should now be threatened by the 
activities of one form of that life. But the sea, 
though changed in a sinister way, will continue to 
exist; the threat is rather to life itself” —Rachel 
Carson (1907-1964), The Sea Around Us, 1951
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