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Our Wellbeing and the Health of the Caribbean Sea



Caribbean Sea — Context
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Interconnected Impacts




Thesis: The invasion of lionfish has proven to
be detrimentalto the Atlantic reefs ecosystem
and will continvue to cause damage unless
preventational measures are taken.
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Education- UWI, CXC/CAPE

Disaster Preparedness and
Management

7/10/2017

Hon. Bruce Golding
former PM Jamaica

“I think we have done very
well in terms of functional
cooperation. If every country
in CARICOM had to set up
their own examination
system, instead of having the
Caribbean Examinations
Council, it would be difficult
for much of the smaller
islands that have fewer
resources than we do”.
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‘Game changing’ Blue Charter to guide
nations in sustainable ocean development

9 June 2017
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preservation of

... pitches ‘Blue Charter’ to nations

A COMMONWEALTH
proposal to create a
Blue Charter of prin-
ciples for sustainable
ocean  development
has been greeted with
the enthusiastic sup-
port of governments
and p at this

ocean health”.

The Blue Charter
would apply to ocean
governance the 16 prin-
ciples and values of the
Commonweslth Char-
ter, including environ-
mental protection, good

week's UN Ocean Con-
farence.
Sacretary-General

Patricia Secotland put
forward the initintive as
a way of helping Com-
monwealth  member
governments to “ensure
maritime industries are
managed in a way that
preserves and promotes

resemcit o
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B justice and
peace, human rights
and - gender equality,
and recognition of the
needs of vulnerable na-
tions and young people.

“Sustainsbility and
development  through
mutual support and to-
wards shared goals wre
at the heart of all Com-
monweaith cooperation
and connection, and
the ocean i= the truly
matchless symbol and

| reality of our global to-

getherness,” said Secre-
tary-General Scotland
“The Blue Charter
will help countries de-
velop an integrated ap-
proach to the building
of the blue economy,
nne which considers

artisanal fishing as well
as the role of women
young people. It
will help policy-makers
to adopt 8 regenerative
model of development
and find common
solu & to challeng
such arine pollu-
tion, illegal, unregulat-
ed and unreported fish
ing, and harmful trade
subsidies,” she said.

The charter will help
support countries to
deliver the Sustainahle
Development Goals in
particular Goal 145 to
conserve and sustain-
abily use the seas.

To give it practical ef-
fect, a knowledge and
novation hub and series
of best practice toolkits
will be developed, com-
plementi: g
SUpPaT!

Secre-

mote the blue economy,
JV Bainimarama, the
co-chair of the confer-
he supported

on the development of
the Blue Charter, a set
of guiding principles for

sustainable, fair and
equitable economic de-
velopment of our ocean
space.”

“The wonderful thing
about the Common-
wealth is the strength
and emphasis on shar-
ing experiences and
learning from each oth-
er)” he added.

Vincent Meriton, Vice
President of Seychelles
and co-host of the Blue
onwealth shde

for the Com-

Common
tariat to its 45 coastal
member countries
Welcoming the efn-
phasis on maximising

monwealth as he high-
lighted the support
provided to Seychelles
in crafting its national

roadmap is for the long-
term. [t sets out stra-
tegic priorities and es-
tahlishes the necessary
enabling environme

 facilitate transforms-
tive change, good gov-
ernance, private sector
engagement, knowledge
innovation, investment,
monitoring and evalua-
ton.

“Our goals are eco-
nomic  di i i

job oppartunities,
shared prosperity, food
security and most im-
portantly the protection
and sustainable use of
our marine and coastal
environment. Our ap-
proach is ambitious.
It is about a paradigm
shift on how we manage
and yse our coastal and
ocean  resoufces And
how we work together.”

Prime Minister of
Grenada Keith Mitch-
¢ll, one of the high level
speakers at the Com-
monwealth side event,

the Blue

proposal, noting
that his country's
economy is
increasingly refiant
-n -

th lobbies for

Nicoe Kouyialis, Cy-
prus’ Minister of Agri-
culture, Rural Develop-
ment and Environment,
backed the proposal
saying, “the economies
and wellbeing of our
countries depend on
the healthy marine en-
vironment. It is our ob-
ligation to protect our
oceans and to promote
blue growth and the
blue economy

“The benefit of this
Blue Charter is that
Commonwealth coun-
tries can have a com-
mon platform of cooper-
ating, ing ideas

control of many small
island states including

they are in need of sup-
port, he said

Semisi Fakahau, Ton-
ga's Minister of Fisher-
ies, said, “the proposed
idea of the Commos
wealth Blue Charter is
very timely and relevant
weh

——

and best practices and
joining forces to take
action to promote the
blue economy and pro-
tect our oceans.”
Khurshed Alam, Sec-
retary of Bangladesh's
Maritime Affairs Unit,
e seas need
ploited sus
[for  which
countries] need capac-
ity, technology and re-
armrens. This is where

s



-7

- 14
F
| |

7/10/2017

'Bringing Non-CARICOM States into Framework

Dutch
Overseas
Central British
America Overseas
South US
America Overseas
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Effective Stakeholder Engagement

and Use of Best Available Technolog
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In closing...
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